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Nums. CXXV. 


~The Prompter. 





Firft, on a Prot, employ thy careful Thoughts. 


Duke of Bucks. 





oe 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 20. 1736. 





™@ HEN I confider the little 
tm Farces,Ballad Operas, Dumb 
NoTHINGs, and other fa- 
fhionable Appendixes to 
| Plays, (which are promifcu- 
a ~G oully known by the Name 
Wane of EN TERTAINMENTS) 
\ Gié Pal } what .amazes me, moft, is 
WDACADOAELA that Barrennelsof Invention, 
which allows us fo poor a Variety, in the SudjecZ, 
and Coudué ; where the Reward, and Encourage- 
mentt are, as much, too Extravazant, : 

Ir isto be hoped, no agrecable Sowg cou’d loic 
any of it’s Merit, by being introduced, with fome 





Appearance of Purpofe, and Propriety.— Neither 


coud the ludicrous Viéfories of our all-conquering 
Monfieur Harlequin entertain, with lels Spirit, tor 
being the Confequences of Some Plot, wherein Sa- 
lire, Invention, and Humour, had fupplanted the 
Influence of Caprice, Extravagance, and Nonfen/e. 

Iv in that execrable, and impenetrable, Darkze/s, 
‘which benights both our Heads, and our Hearts, we 
are kecome fo indiftegent to the Conduct of the Stage, 
as to confider a Theatre in no other Light, than as a 
Rendezvous for mere bodily Curiolity, where, Each 
entertaining Each, the Play is made, by the Axdi- 
ence ; In this Cafe, I confefs, there can be little or 
no Ufe of a PRoMPTER: But, if there is, 
yet, to be found 2 Remnant, who carry Attention, 
and Expectation, to the Theatre, and propofe to re- 
ceive, inftead of contributing, Divertion : To thefe 
Few, Thelfe, alas! very Few! I may venture-to af- 
fert, That, however Low the Tafte may be fallen, 
as to the Levity of Stage-Entertainments, It is im- 
poffible we fhould /ike ’em the wor/e, becaufe, with 
their Mirth, they vouchfafed us fome Meaning. 

Wov’p the Introducers of thoie Little Pieces, of 
One Act, or Two Acts, which we now exped? to 
fee, tack’d to the Tails of poor TraGepy, and 
Comepy, only give ’em fome Tendezcy, only catt 
fome Moral Shade, fome Appearance ot Story, or 
Fancy, through the Glare of their Scenery, The 
Mufick, and Songs, in the OpERAs woud more 
juftly delight, and, the Tricks, and Grimace, of the 
Farces, much more ffromg/y divert, than at pre- 
fent. 

I HAVE often imagin’d, that This common De- 
fect, This Want of a Thread, inthe Defigz, of fuch 
Pieces, muft arife, from the Poet’s Neglect of pre- 
paring, and correcting, a PLAN of their Purpofe, 
particulariz’d, into Scenical, and Methodical, Divi- 
lion, before they begin upon the Dialogue. No 
Builder goes to work, till his MopEL has been pre- 
par'd, and examin’d. ‘ 

OnE of my Correfpondents having fent mea lit- 
tle Example of the Method Lam here recommending, 
I fhall publifh it, in Explanation of my Meaning ; 
tho’ I am inform’d, in the Letrer which brought it, 
that the Manager, for whole Hou/e it was written, 
gave a whimfical Reafon, for his Opinion, thar It 
cowd do him no Service —“ in Things (faid He) 
<¢ which havea Chain, and Dependence, of Scenes, a 
“ Poet expects more than in good Mazners he ought, 








“ from the Attention, and Patience, of Perfous of 


c¢ > . s17 ena : ey Pr ie ? "ats ‘ F179 s20FIf § 
~ Quality —whereas, in grote/que Extertainments, 


<: 


“ ther Beginning, Middle, nor End, The Company 
“are held. down to noindecent Neceffity ; but, may 
** look off, and look on, attheir Pleafire.” 

A pretTry Lady, th 
as to illuftrate the Force of this Manager’s Reaton- 
ing, ina Manner I cannever be ¢apable of forgerting ! 
—From the Entrance of the Prelogwe,. to within four 


(at prefent, fo juftly, in Fafhion) there being nei- 


e other Night, ‘was fo kind, , 


~ 


Lines of it’s Exit, She had been talking the pleafanc-, 


eft Things in the World, and the Jowdefz, to a Gen- 
tleman, who had the Happine/s, to fitbehind her, in 
the Boxes :— when, recollecting herfelf, on a fud- 
den, She turned her Eyes to the Stage, and (with a 
compos'd Face of Wonder!) affur’d another Lady, 
her Companion,— That She had not under/tood one 


Word, of All, That Fellow had been faying to the: 


Audience. 


Plan, for the sft Ad of DaRnaxes, ait 
Opera: of two Alts only. 


Fae SIA, a Beautiful Shepherdefs, is difco- 
ver'd, reading, in the Entrance of an Arbour 
at the Foot of a Mountain, the Scene, all round her, 
reprefenting Vallies, and Openings, between Ridges 
of Rocks; with Profpects of Sheep, at Patture ; 
aid Shepherds, Reclin’d, at a Diftance. 

+ DurinG a Song, that expreffes Sentiments, pre- 
ferring the Serexe Life, to the Bu/y—She is approach- 
ed, from one.of the remoteft Openings, behind the 
Hills, by Zaora, another noble Shepherdeis. 

Tury meet, and falute, with Tendernefs, Inno- 
cence, and mutual Declarations of their Happinefs :. 
and, it appears, froma their Dialogue, that Zamora, 
(tho’ nor Infentible of the Charms of her retir’d Life) 
has Wijbes for an Enlargement, into the Greater 
World, while, Arpafia, on the Contrary, enjoys 
the Whole of her Detire, in Poffeflion of her prefent 
Happine/s. 

HypaRNEs, Father of Zamora, in the venerable 
Habit of one of the Perfian Magi, enters to them, 
thro’ the Arbour ; and, having overheard the Di 
pute, declares in Favour of Arpafia; and warns Za- 
mora of the Dangers of the Bafier World; repre- 
fenting, in Coxtrajfe, the Calmnefs and Delights of 
their Retreat, ma lovely and fruitful Tract, on the 
River Indus, unknown to, and cut off trom, the 
Reft of Perfia, by inacceflible Ranges of Mountains, 
where He governs, independently, a peaceful, and 
happy, Number of Families, whome, from Izzo 
rauce and Rudenefs, he had fotien’d into Kzowledge, 
and Politenefs. 

In the Midft of this Conference, they are inter- 
rupted, by the Sound of a'Trumpet ; at which they 
exprefs Amazement: ‘I'he Peace, and Silence of their 
happy Region having never before been invaded by to 
warlike an-Alarm,— on a fudden, down trom the 
Hills, and from the Windings behind them, ruth in 
a Number of Shepherds; under [mpreflions of T'er- 
ror, to behold, defcending from the Top of a Rock, 
on one Side the Stage, Daraxes, an Indian General, 
planed, ina warlike, and Heroic Habir. 

Tre Shepherds interpofe between the Stranger 
and Hydarnes : But, Daraxes, furprized at Appear- 
ance of the’ Ladies, firft addrefles himfelf to them, 

with 











with a modeft Gallantry } atid, ther, approaching 
Hydarnes, witha refign'd and humble Geiture, im- 
plores his Pity, and the Proteétion, due, to wnforts- 
wate Virtue. : | | 
. HybdaRrNEs, mentioning the Trumpet, is anfwet’d, 
hy Daraxes, that he brought it not with him, but is 
flying from it’s Menaces—that He is Lord of a Pro- 
vince on the other Side the Imdus ; and, having re- 
ceiv’d great Wrongs, from Perfia, ha ne 3 a 
Number of his Friends, and invaded the Kingdom, 
for Revenge of his Injuries that He had been Vi- 
. orious in two pitch’d Battles ; but, unfortunately 
overpower'’d, by. fuperior Numbers, in a third, was 
feeking Shelter, among thofe Defert Mountains ; and, 
now clofely purfued, after Lofs of all his Followers, 
by Hy/ta/pes, the Perfian Monarch, at the Head of his 
Light-Arm’d ; therefore, begs the Furthetance of H. y- 
darnes, for his Efcape, if it is Crenen F if not, at leaft 
fot his Concealment, again{t a Day of happier Fortune. 
Hyparnes bids him be of Comfort—fince He 
was, Himfelf, of Indian Blood, dnd cou’d proteét 
Him, in the Inmoft Parts of His Region, by Ad- 
varitage of a neighbouring P2/s, which he points to, 
avainft the utmioft Force of Perfia— He then fends 
out a Party of Shepherds up the Hills on the Left, 
to obferve, arid bring him word, how near, and how 
numerous the Purfuers—and, leavinga2d Party, to 
attetid Daraxes, and thé Ladies, promifes to return 
after having given orders for arming his People, arid 


the neceflary Defence of the Pa/s. He thet goes 


out, up the Hills, on the Right, attended by a 3d 
Divifion of Shepherds. , | | 

DARAxes, with the Ladies, miftaking them for 
Sifters, Zamora tells him they are Friends, if poffi- 
ble, nearer than ‘Siffets : and "a Appreben- 
fon, prefies Arpafia, to retire ; who, appearing now 
eae firteed, and affirming that fhe fears no Dan- 
get, Zamora {miles, to perceive how willingly fhe 
wou'd forgive her being left alone, with the agrec- 
able Stranger ; and goes out, up the Hill, after her 
Father. 

THEN comes on an amorous, and gallant Scene, 
between Daraxes, and Arpafia : which clofes the 
tirlt Act of the Opera. 


PLAN, for the 2d Aft. 


To the Sound of Trumpets, and Drums, Hyfta- 
foes, and his Soldiers, appear, among the Hills, de- 
frenditte into the Valley, on the left Side,— And, on 
the oppofite Side, to a Sound of Flutes, and foft 
In{truments, interchangeably Heard from EachQuar- 
ter, defcends H fydarnes, furrounded by a venerable 
Number of Magi, with the Holy Fire ; follow d by 
Daraxes, between Arpafia and Zamora, ant, fup- 

rted by arm’d Shepherds, with Bows and Quivers; 
vets Numbers of Spears a ing, above, as it were, 
among, and behirtd, the Hills The Perfian Sol- 
diers range themfelves, as faft as they defcend, on 
one Side the Stage; and the Arm’d Shepherds do the 
Like, om the other. 

AFTER’ 2 Solemn Paufe, and flow Advance, to 
give Time for the Contrafte in the Mufick, Hyftafpes 
commands his Followets to reverence the Holy Fire, 
and commit no Outrage againft, or in Prefence of, 
the Magi.— He then approaches Hydarnes, and de- 
mands fternly who and whence he is; and of what 
Brauch of the Magi,— Hydarnes anfwers, that He 
was, not originally, but, adoptedly, of the Magi,— 
once, a Slave, to the Uncle of that Lady, poming 
_t0 Arpafia;, who was a Branch of their Royal, 
moft Illuftrious, Stem.—But, that, as to Himfelf, 
having by his Skill, in Mufick, Arms, and Arts, 
polifh’d, and improv’d, the Manners of the rural 


fohabiranrs of tHat favaye Tract, He had grown 
far inro the Eftecm of their true and Original Lord 
that He had bequeathed to Him His Power, and a. 
speed Him his Succeffor=— That he has, fince then 
fo far improv'd the Happinefs of his Impenetrable Re. 
gion, that it has, now, neither the Want, the Fear, 


nor Defire, of the Wealth, or the Strength of Per. 


fia. 


THE King then reproaches Hydarnes with the A- 
bufe of his Religious Indemnity, by Protection of an 
Enemy, in Arms , an Invader of Perfia: and, upon 
Rejection of his Demand that Daraxes thould be gi. 
ven #p, grows furious, with Refentment, and is ad. 
vanicing to attack the Shepherds; who, on their 
Side, advance alfo ; but, the Ladies coming for- 
ward and afferting the Rights of their Sanctuary, 
the King feems fttuck with the Beauty of Z amora, 
and agrees, at her Defire, to refer the Juftice of his 
Claim to the Decifion of Herfelf, and Hydarnes,— 
And, upon ber Propofition, Daraxes, too, on his 
Part, confents to fubmit himfelf, withour Com- 
plaint, to ber Judgment. 

Phe her the King t6 explain the Foun. 

tion of hi et; gently reproaching too eager q 
Thirft of Readage-— The King caewtie bith that 
this Daraxes, the Indian, had, unprovok’d, inva- 
ded his Dominion, deftroy’d his Towns, and his 
People, and being, now, after two fuccefsful Bar- 
tles, deliver’d into his Hands, by Favour of the Gods, 
upon Lofs of a Third, It would be Impious in the 
Magi to withftand the Pleafure of Heaven. He 
therefore infifts, thar they give up Daraxes, as a’ 
Publick Enemy to Perfia— a Fugitive, forfaken by 
Gods, and Men, and deferving the Punifhments, 
which were prepar’d for his Violence. 

DaraxeEs, coming to plead, in his Turn, denies 
that He had, unprovok’d, invaded Perfia — Affert- 
ing, on the Contrary, that Darius, the Father of 
Hyftafpes, had fallen into India,with Fire and Sword; 
at which Time He, Daraxes, had narrowly efcap’d 
Death, in his tendereft Infancy, after having feen his 
Mother, and Brothers, barbaroufly deffroy’d, in the 
Flames of their City; and his Father, and a Little 
Sifer, forc’d away, into Captivity-that his Hopes 
of a Glorious Revenge was his wer Motive, and 
the jufteft, for fupporting a Life, which had, {0 early, 
been imbitter’d with Mifery— that he had, to that 
End, made rms his Study, and that, However 
the Gods (for fome Caufes unknown) had zow 
feem’d to frown on his Purpofe, They wou’d reftore 
him fure Means, hereafter— For, they forfake not 


Virtue, for ever. 

HypDarngs, in the Clofe of what Daraxes had 
utter’d, keeping his Eye fix’d on‘ his Face, interrupts 
him, with Marks of Confufon, Enquiring, firft, His 
own Name, Then, that of his City-—-—- next, with 
Encreafing Paffion and Amazement, His Mother's 
Name---- Laftly, That’ of his Loft Father, and his 
Sifter; and, Receiving Anfwersto’ his Expectation, 
throws himfelf, with Extacy, upon the Neck of Da- 
raxes ; telling him, that He is, Him/felf, That Lof 
Father and, giving Zamora, into his Arms, 
bids him embrace bis Captive Sifter. 

AFTER the Swrprizes, natural to the Occafion, 
Hyftafpes, in Reverence of a Virtue fo great, and fo 
vilibly protected by the Geds; and, alfo, in Atone- 
ment, tor the Wrongs which had been done, by his 
Father, propofes to make Zamora his Queen; which 
being confented to, by Hydarnes, Daraxes, then 
begs, that he may be blefs’d with 4rpafia, and quit 
an unfteady World, for that happieft of Lives, which 
had, fo long, been enjoy’d, by his Father.— The 
Opera, here clofes, with a Dance of the Shepherds, 
6 and 6, for Entertainment of the King; and im Ho- 
nour of the intended Nuptials. 








Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-noffer Row : Where Letters:to the AUTHOR afe 
taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. [Prise Two-Pence.] 
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